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Message from the Director

Megan Reilly
Welcome to 2021 and a New Year! I hope that you were
able to spend some valuable time with family and
friends over the festive season, reﬂecting on what was a
tumultuous 2020 for everyone around the world, and in
many instances continues to be so. We are blessed to
live in a country that has been and continues to be
proactive and to learn from its own and others
experiences during this pandemic.
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce to you
our newest team member. Ariane joined Hands-On in
late July 2020 as a Project Oﬃcer/Administration
Assistant Relief. Ariane has over ten years administration
experience in a variety of health care settings, including
as a Database Oﬃcer for the Donor and Product Safety
Unit at the Red Cross Blood Service, and project support
for Occupational Health and Safety at North Metropolitan
Health Service. Ariane is supporting the team by undertaking literature
reviews to ensure our client policies and procedures are in accordance with
the current evidence-base and best practice, publishing our new electronic
format newsletters, applying her superior IT skills to ﬁnalising client COVID-19
facility isolation zone plans, improving and maintaining our website, and
generally assisting our team to work smarter. She is an absolute asset to the
team and a great support to Rose our Administration Assistant.
Hands-On will continue to work with you during the year ahead, as we all reﬁne
our infection prevention and control systems and processes across the
healthcare continuum. This month in addition to undertaking special project
work we have been busy scheduling client on-site IPC risk assessments, faceto-face education activities, hand hygiene, PPE and aseptic technique
competency assessments, and vaccination clinics. Don’t hesitate to contact
our oﬃce if we can assist you with any of these activities.
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Upcoming events
Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control
(ACPIC) Conference Community (October 2020 - June 2021)

ASID CRN Webinar: Antibiotic Allergy – New and Emerging
Research Pathways for Infectious Diseases (23rd February)

Australian Healthcare Week Expo (17-18th March)

World Immunisation Week (24-30th April)

World Hand Hygiene Day (5th May)

Gastroenterological Nurses College of Australia (GENCA)
National Conference (28-30th May)

World Hepatitis Day (28th July)

Day Hospitals Australia National Conference (8-10th
September)

World Sepsis Day (13th September)

Global Handwashing Day (15th October)

World Antibiotic Awareness Week (18-24th November)

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

TGA provisionally approves Pﬁzer
vaccine for use in Australia

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has granted provisional approval
to Pﬁzer Australia Pty Ltd for its COVID-19 vaccine, COMIRNATY. This is the the
ﬁrst COVID-19 vaccine to receive regulatory approval in Australia. The media
release can be read here.
COMIRNATY is provisionally approved and included in the Australian Register
of Therapeutic Goods (ARTG) for active immunisation to prevent coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19), caused by SARS-CoV-2, in individuals 16 years of
age and older. There is no upper age cap on the vaccination, however clinical
trial data for individuals over 85 years of age is limited.
The TGA will continue to actively monitor the safety of the Pﬁzer vaccine
locally and internationally. TGA laboratories will also undertake batch
assessment of each batch of the vaccine before it can be supplied in Australia.

More information

Australian COVID-19 Vaccination
Policy

The Department of Health has released a policy document and a webpage
outlining the approach to providing COVID-19 vaccines in Australia. This
includes an overview of the vaccines to be purchased for Australia, the
prioritisation process, logistics and distribution, and more. You can ﬁnd out
more about the roll-out strategy here.

View the policy

Translated COVID-19 resources
As part of its ongoing role in providing guidance and resources for providers,
consumers and their representatives, the Commission has translated some of
its COVID-19 resources into 15 languages. The translated resources include
the ‘How to stay safe from COVID-19’ video, which aims to help consumers
understand the steps they can take to keep themselves safe during the current
pandemic.
Also translated are the ‘What to expect during a COVID-19 outbreak’ A4 guide
and A3 poster, which help consumers understand what to expect if someone
has COVID-19 in a residential aged care service, including that a number of
changes will take place.
The translated ‘How to stay safe’ A4 guide and A3 poster detail the simple
steps consumers can take to minimise the risk of infection during the
pandemic.

SARS-CoV-2 Can Survive for Up to
28 Days on Common Surfaces
Researchers at CSIRO, Australia's national science agency, have found that
SARS-CoV-2, the virus responsible for COVID-19, can survive for up to 28 days
on common surfaces including banknotes, glass and stainless steel.
The research, undertaken at the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness
(ACDP) in Geelong, found that SARS-CoV-2 survived longer at lower
temperatures, as well as tended to survive longer on non-porous or smooth
surfaces compared to porous complex surfaces such as cotton. The virus also
survived longer on paper banknotes than plastic banknotes.
The results from the study "The eﬀect of temperature on persistence of SARSCoV-2 on common surfaces" have been published in Virology Journal.

Read the study here

December 2020

Other COVID Resources
The Microbiology and Infectious Diseases postgraduate
teaching (PRIDA) blog has collated a monthly list of
literature related to COVID-19 infection prevention and
control from the daily COVID-19 Critical Intelligence Unit
listings and other identiﬁed literature.
View the December 2020 update here.

Inﬂuenza Season Planning
Inﬂuenza Vaccinations
It is not too early to begin planning your inﬂuenza
vaccination campaign for 2021.
The quadrivalent vaccines for use in the 2021
southern hemisphere inﬂuenza have been
announced and contain the following.
Egg-based vaccine:
an A/Victoria/2570/2019 (H1N1)pdm09-like
virus;
an A/Hong Kong/2671/2019 (H3N2)-like
virus;
a B/Washington/02/2019-like (B/Victoria
lineage) virus;
a B/Phuket/3073/2013-like (B/Yamagata
lineage) virus;
Cell-based vaccine:
an A/Wisconsin/588/2019 (H1N1)pdm09like virus;
an A/Hong Kong/45/2019 (H3N2)-like virus;
a B/Washington/02/2019 (B/Victoria
lineage)-like virus;
a B/Phuket/3073/2013-like (B/Yamagata
lineage) virus.
The WA Department of Health require facilities to
keep a record of staﬀ who decline vaccination as
well as those who are vaccinated. One way this
can be achieved is to ask all staﬀ to sign an
Inﬂuenza Vaccination Intent form, which asks if
staﬀ intend to receive vaccination when
provided, or are declining to be vaccinated. This
is worth considering for your 2021 inﬂuenza
vaccination program.
More information can be found in the WA Health
FAQs and the Australian Government Department
of Health FAQs.

Update

Surgical NAPS 2019 Report
The 2019 Surgical National Antimicrobial Prescribing Survey (Surgical NAPS)
Report can now be accessed via the ACSQHC website.

This report highlights issues of concern that require urgent attention,
including:
Sub-optimal documentation of the time of antimicrobial administration
and incision time
Low rates of compliance with prescribing guidelines for procedural and
postprocedural prophylaxis in relation to timing, dosage and duration of
use
Inappropriate procedural and post-procedural prescribing for
orthopaedic surgery and plastic and reconstructive surgery, in particular
Reasons for inappropriate procedural prescribing were most commonly
incorrect timing and incorrect dosage.

Reminder

National Hand Hygiene Audit

NHHI Audit 1 due 31st March 2021!
The aggregated data for Audit 3, 2020 are now available. If you have any
questions about the upcoming audit, refer to the FAQs here.
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Augmented Reality Course for
Health Workers on the Proper Use
of PPE
The WHO Academy has launched its ﬁrst augmented reality course for health
workers on the proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE). The course
is free and can be taken from a smartphone anywhere, anytime.
It takes about 20 mins to complete and is available in 7 languages: Arabic,
Chinese, English, French, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. For more
information see the promotional video here.

Access the course

Gastroenterological Nurses College of Australia

Fundamentals of Endoscope
Reprocessing
GENCA's Fundamentals program was held on the 7th, 8th and 9th December
2020 after it sold out in just three days! The sessions were run as live webinars
due to COVID-19, with the practical skills testing afterwards online with the
examiners. Watch this space for the next sessions in 2021 and complete the
required Endoscope Reprocessing online theory component while you wait.

Find out more

Australian College of Nursing

Immunisation for Health
Practitioners Course
ACN’s 307 Immunisation for Health Practitioners course became the ﬁrst
immunisation education program in Australia to be accredited by Health
Education Services Australia (HESA).
HESA was established as a single point of entry for immunisation education
provider courses seeking to be accredited against the National Immunisation
Education Framework for Health Professionals (The Framework). The course is
online and self-paced, and is suitable for registered and enrolled nurses,
midwives, pharmacists and other allied health workers.

Find out more
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