
Message from the Director

Megan Reilly

Welcome colleagues to the Spring issue of our

newsletter which I hope finds you well and staying

strong in this COVID-19 transition period. While we all

grapple with the concept of returning to business as

usual in this COVID-19 world, we are mindful of the

toll that this pandemic has taken and may continue to

take on many - our colleagues, our family and our

friends.

Coronavirus (COVID- Guideline Update
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This issue provides an update on key COVID-19 and IPC issues, guidelines and

podcasts, what’s new in the literature, and upcoming conferences and events.

October and November are focused on national and international Infection

Prevention and Antimicrobial Awareness Weeks which I hope that you will be

able to participate in, in some small way in your busy work schedules. The links

will provide access to promotional tools and activities. In addition, the

international 2022 Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control

(ACIPC) Conference is being held in Sydney 13 – 16 November. Both face-to-

face and online registration is available this year for the pre-conference

workshops and main conference program. As a member of the Scientific

Conference Organising Committee, I will be attending the conference,

mentoring several first time presenters, and co-presenting and co-facilitating

the aged care workshop. I look forward to networking with fellow ICPs, our

industry trade partners and speakers. I anticipate much discussion about

COVID-19, antimicrobial resistance and new paradigms for IPC in relation to

contact, droplet and airborne transmission and related precautions. Watch this

space!

Until our next newsletter stay safe and well by keeping that work-life balance.

Kind regards,

Megan
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COVID-19 Update

New bivalent COVID-19 vaccine

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has

recommended the Moderna Spikevax Bivalent Original/Omicron BA.1  can be

used as an alternative vaccine for any booster dose in people aged 18 years or

older.

ATAGI has found Moderna bivalent vaccine showing a small incremental

benefit over the original vaccine for Omicron neutralisation. 

Read the ATAGI statement here. 

COVID-19 Links & Resources

COVID-19 Infection Prevention and Control in Western Australian Hospitals (v15.0

- Updated August 2022).

WA Health COVID-19 Framework for System Alert and Response (SAR)

WA Health’s System Alert and Response (SAR) – COVID-19 Framework fact sheet

WA Health COVID-19 - Furloughing of healthcare staff – Interim guidance

WA Health COVID-19 - COVID-19 Public Hospital Visitor Guidelines (v 12.1,

Updated September 2022)

COVID-19 State Health Incident Coordination Centre (SHICC) Public Health

https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-statement-on-use-of-the-moderna-bivalent-originalomicron-vaccine
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/-/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/COVID19/COVID19-Infection-Prevention-and-Control-in-Hospitals.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/COVID19/WA-Health-COVID-19-Framework-for-System-Alert-and-Response.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/COVID19/WA-Healths-System-Alert-and-Response-SAR-COVID-19-Framework-fact-sheet.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/articles/a_e/coronavirus
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/COVID19/COVID19-Public-hospital-visitor-guidelines.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-Public-Health-Emergency-Operations-Centre-Bulletins


Bulletins

Communicable Disease Control Directorate (CDCD) Guideline - Use of Air Purifiers

in WA Healthcare Facilities

The COVID-19 CDNA National Guidelines for Public Health Units (v7.3 - Updated

September 2022)

COVID-19 infection prevention and control risk management guidance

Infection Control Expert Group (ICEG) Guidance

National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce

VICNISS Literature Reviews on COVID-19

Stop COVID-19: Break the chain of infection poster

Combined contact and droplet precautions poster

Combined airborne and contact precautions poster

In focus

Endoscope storage and

reprocessing

Regular checks of compliance are vital to cabinet safety

In March 2022, the Association for the Advancement of Medical

Instrumentation (AAMI) released ANSI/AAMI ST91:2021 flexible and semi-rigid

endoscope processing in health care facilities. This updated standard reflects

current research and advancements in endoscope processing and

recommends two types of storage cabinets for HLD- and LCS-processed

endoscopes. Accordingly, Pasternak and Taylor reviewed the new ST91

updates and performed routine checks to validate the three campuses of their

large teaching hospital’s compliance with the new recommendations. 

They found that endoscopy endoscope cabinets at one of the campuses

needed attention. Of the four storage cabinets in place, one cabinet door did

not close properly and the fan systems in each cabinet were inoperable. The

management team at that location was unaware of the situation and the

employees had not reported any problems. The cabinets at the other two

campuses appeared to be in order, however the insides of the fan unit

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-Public-Health-Emergency-Operations-Centre-Bulletins
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/HISWA/Use-of-Air-Purifiers-in-WA-HCFs.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cdna-national-guidelines-for-public-health-units
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-risk-management-guidance
https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/infection-control-expert-group-iceg#icegendorsed-infection-control-guidance
https://covid19evidence.net.au/
https://www.vicniss.org.au/news-and-updates/literature-review/
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/break_the_chain_poster_-_october_2021.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/acsqhc_a3_poster_combined_contact_droplet_standard_precautions_pdf_print_version.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/poster_-_combined_airborne_and_contact_precautions.pdf


In the news

Monkeypox (MPX) situation declared a

Communicable Disease Incident of National

Significance

(MPX) in Australia to be a Communicable Disease Incident of

National Significance. In Australia, there have been 44 cases –

the majority of which have been within returned international

travellers.

You can read the statement here.

Resources:

contained an excessive amount of dust on the internal components and dust

accumulation on the ceiling above the cabinets, despite daily cleaning. They

discovered the filtered fans were installed improperly by the manufacturer,

reversing the airflow from the floor through the cabinet’s grommets, past the

stored endoscopes, and out the top. The fans were replaced and all

endoscopes reprocessed.

This study highlighted the importance of regular routine checks to validate

compliance and ensure safe endoscope processing and storage.

Read more about the study here.

Recent study finds automated cleaning is superior for

reusable scopes

In a presentation at the 2021 American College of Gastroenterology meeting,

Dr Michael O'Donnell presented the findings of a comparison of automated

versus manual cleaning of duodenoscopes.

In this study, conducted with Olympus TJF-Q180V duodenoscopes, 21 of 48

scopes were cleaned manually after endoscopic retrograde

cholangiopancreatography (ERCP). The remainder were cleaned with the

automated proprietary cleaning system called MACH I (Parametrik). The

instrument channels and distal elevator areas were then sampled for residual

protein and carbohydrates.

After cleaning, two of the 21 manually cleaned duodenoscopes had protein

levels exceeding the FDA safety threshold. In addition, three of the manually

cleaned duodenoscopes exceeded the FDA threshold for carbohydrates. In

contrast, none of the duodenoscopes that underwent automated processing

exceeded either threshold. Despite the limited size of the study, the difference

for these outcomes combined was significant (P=0.03).

Read more about the study here.

Update: HPU 190 Sterilizing Services and Endoscope

Reprocessing Unit

An updated revision of HPU 190 Sterilizing Services and Endoscope

Reprocessing Unit (Revision 7, August 2022) has been uploaded to the AusHFG

website. 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/chief-medical-officers-statement-declaring-monkeypox-a-communicable-disease-incident-of-national-significance
https://www.hpnonline.com/sterile-processing/article/21274475/hidden-risks-of-endoscope-storage-cabinets
https://www.gastroendonews.com/Priority-Report-Endoscope-Reprocessing-and-Infection-Control/Article/07-22/Study-Finds-Fully-Automated-Beats-Manual-Cleaning-for-Reusable-Scopes/67516?sub=CD914F476D89928C0D84F996F62BD1D3FE99BF48EF388F66C417BC5CA68AAA8&enl=true&dgid=&utm_source=enl&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=20220728&pos=3&utm_medium=title
https://comms.health.nsw.gov.au/ch/91268/17xyj/46/wM9bB96IuvJwQ88ShffgJHFI4V4HZLul4sCC6ZNG.pdf


Poster – Monkeypox (MPX) Look out for the signs

Monkeypox (Monkeypox Virus) Laboratory Case Definition (LCD)

PODCAST

Infection Control Matters

Professor Brett Mitchell and colleagues have

developed a podcast series on all things infection

control called ‘Infection Control Matters’. The podcast

is free, not sponsored and has no advertisements. They

range from between 10 to 25 minutes in length.

You can listen to this podcast through the podcast

website, or via your preferred podcast provider, links

are on the website..

In the literature

Droplet dispersal study

A study by Ofstead et al. (2022) published in the American Journal of Infection

Control has examined the dispersal of droplets in decontamination areas of

instrument reprocessing suites. Visible droplets were produced during almost

every activity in a recent simulation of decontaminating reusable medical

instruments and equipment, with droplets sometimes traveling as much as 5

feet from a sink. Accordingly, the project found that routine reprocessing

activities generated substantial splashing, and currently recommended

personal protective equipment did not adequately protect sterile processing

personnel from exposure.

Read the article here.

Guideline Update

Communicable Disease Control Directorate

The updated Use of Air Purifiers in WA Healthcare Facilities’ Guideline (V2) is

now published on the CDCD guidelines page, here

Revised PPE Policy

The MP 0172/22 Identification and Use of Personal Protective Equipment in the

Clinical Setting Policy is now published.

This replaces the previous edition MP 0133/20 Identification and Use of PPE in

the Clinical Setting During the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Policy, which

is available in the archive.

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/monkeypox-mpx-look-out-for-the-signs-poster
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cda-phlncd-monkeypox.htm
https://infectioncontrolmatters.podbean.com/
https://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553(21)00689-1/fulltext
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Communicable-disease-control-guidelines
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious-disease/HISWA/Air-Purifiers-in-WA-HCFs-V2-02082022.pdf
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/Policy-frameworks/Public-Health/Mandatory-requirements/Communicable-Disease-Control/Infection-Prevention-and-Control/Identification-and-Use-of-Personal-Protective-Equipment-in-the-Clinical-Setting-Policy


You can also keep up to date about the podcast and

new episodes via Twitter (@1healthau ; @emrsa15 or

@PLR_aus).

Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control

ACIPC International Conference

The 2022 ACIPC International Conference will take

place 13 – 16 November in hybrid format, with the in-

person component of the event to be held at the

International Convention Centre, Sydney.  The theme

for this year’s conference is: Leading through the

expanding horizons of IPC.

Find out more

ACORN

ACORN 2022: Virtual conference

series

In light of the ongoing COVID situation, ACORN

have opted to pivot the ACORN 2022

International Conference of Perioperative

Nursing to a virtual conference series of single-

day events. The 2022 ACORN Virtual

conference comprises five single-day

conference events.  The date for the remaining

single-day conference event and stream is:      

   26 November – Health and wellbeing

More information can be found here.

IPC Events

Upcoming

Conferences

Upcoming

Events

https://mobile.twitter.com/1healthau/
https://mobile.twitter.com/emrsa15
https://mobile.twitter.com/PLR_aus
https://acipcconference.com.au/
https://www.acorn.org.au/conference-2022


Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Week

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) week is celebrated

during the third week of October each year to coincide with

International Infection Prevention Week (IIPW).

The theme for IPC week every year is Infection prevention

and control is safe health care for everyone, all the time.

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health

Care supports IPC Week by providing a range of resources

to support effective infection prevention and control

initiatives and local activities across the week.

Find out more

International Infection Prevention

Week (IIPW)

International Infection Prevention Week (IIPW) was

established in 1986 to highlight the importance of

infection prevention and control each year. This

year IIPW 2022 takes place from 16 to 22 October

2022.

This year’s theme is “The Future is Infection

Prevention: 50 Years of Infection Prevention” to

highlight decades of infection prevention

throughout 50 years and inspire the next

generation of ICPs to join the fight. 

Find out more

Antimicrobial Awareness Week

Antimicrobial awareness week is coming up from 18-24

November. It is encouraged for NAPS auditing to be

completed before November, so you can present the

results as part of your local AAW activities.

This year for AAW22, the National Centre for

Antimicrobial Stewardship have organised a series of

events including a series of online webinars. There will

be a hybrid all-day symposium on Friday 18th

November 2022 at the Doherty Institute.

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/infection-prevention-and-control/infection-prevention-and-control-week
https://infectionpreventionandyou.org/iipw
https://www.ncas-australia.org/antimicrobial-awareness-week-2022
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-antimicrobial-stewardship-symposium-2022-tickets-410262615527


https://www.ncas-australia.org/antimicrobial-awareness-week-2022


NSQHS Standards WA Health COVID-19 ACSQHC COVID-19

Hands-On Infection Control +61 8 9227 1132

Quick Links

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/nsqhs-standards
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-information-for-health-professionals
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/covid-19
tel:+61 8 9227 1132
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-antimicrobial-stewardship-symposium-2022-tickets-410262615527
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